
               Wakefield School Board 
    12-6-18 Public Minutes 
               Approved 
 

          
School Board members in attendance:  
Board: Tracey Kolb, Sandy Johnson and Jennifer McCawley  
 
Administration: Superintendent Dr. Christine Tyrie, Student Services Director Anne Kebler, 
Principal Jerry Gregoire 
Public: Donna Martin with Clearview Community TV. 
 
Mr. Ouellette opened the meeting at 5:00 and led those present in the Pledge. 
 
Non Public Session 
 

Mrs. Kolb made a motion, seconded by Mrs. McCawley, to enter non-public session at 5:00 
under RSA 91-A:3, 11 (c) Matters which, if discussed in public would likely affect adversely the 
reputation of any person and RSA 91-A:3, 11 (b) The hiring of any person as a public employee. 
(Vote 5-0) Roll Call: Ouellette aye, Kolb aye, Johnson aye, McCawley aye, Moody aye. 

The board returned to public session at 5:35 

 Mrs. McCawley made a motion, seconded by Mrs. Kolb, to make a partial payment of 
$696,225.21 for the Spaulding tuition bill while they continue to research whether students are 
attending or not. (Vote 4-0) 

FY20 Budget Review 

Mrs. Kolb recapped which was not too different than last week. Mrs. Kolb and Dr. Tyrie created 
a couple of charts to make it easier for the Budget Committee to see where the expenses 
occurred. Also test scores. The New Hampshire tests came from AIR. Last year it was Smarter 
Balanced. Mrs. McCawley would like to see test comparisons from the country. Mrs. Kolb said 
nothing else has changed, as they discussed, everyone wants to go forward and she thanked all 
the board members for their support. Mrs. McCawley said they are good numbers and we have a 
struggling school with no money. And for people to say they are not going to do this because it 
goes above a percentage, I randomly selected, is not fair. Mrs. Kolb wanted to share with the 
Budget Committee how many walks of life our board consists of, two moms, Jen has been here 
twenty years, Tani was born here, Bob has been their leader for the whole year, Sandy is our 
historian. She would like to be one of the best schools in New Hampshire. Mr. Ouellette said we 
all do. Mrs. McCawley said because we can’t speak at the Budget Committee meeting she would 
like it out there that we have regulations we have to meet for Special Education so if they cut our 
budget to nothing we have to spend our money on Special Ed whether we choose to or not and it 
leaves nothing for the kids who are average or above and it’s not fair to cheat the average or 
above students because they don’t want to spend money on the school because they have no kids 
in the school. Mrs. Kolb wants to let everyone know how much research went onto their 



decisions including what other towns are spending. Every school gets their funding from their 
town. There isn’t any state funding for programs like STEM.  Mrs. McCawley said we will never 
have rocket scientists coming from Wakefield. Mrs. Kolb said we can’t have plays or recitals. 
Recitals, plays, concerts and pageants are not luxuries. Mrs. McCawley said we should go as a 
board to the band concert on the 18th. Mrs. Kolb said four of us are brand new and we said we 
want change and we said we can’t keep the budget at zero, it would be irresponsible. And they 
wanted that. Mrs. McCawley ran as a home owner who pays taxes and has a child in the school 
and she doesn’t want to see her property taxes to go sky high but there has to be a balance. Mr. 
Ouellette said we’re all on the same page.  

The Board will hold the resignation of Kim Haley, Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent. 

 

Mrs. Kolb made a motion, seconded by Mrs. McCawley, to adjourn the meeting at 5:45. (Vote 4-
0)  

 

Respectfully submitted for approval at the next board meeting. 
 
 
Priscilla Colbath 
 

 

 


